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THE PROBLEM

To eatimate probeble Soviet resctions to (a) the inclusion of
Gresse and Turkey in NATO; (b) the formation of a Mediterranean
Defense Paet including Greece and Turkey, with the US as a member;
and (o) security srrangements bstween Greecs and Turkey and certein
individusl NAT nations, including the US.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Ve estimate thet the Kremlin is unlikely to precipitate
a general war because of the inclusion of Greece and Turkey in any
of the sscurity agreements listed in this problemg

2. We are unable to dsteimine whether the inclusion of Greece
and Turkey in a security paoct whieh ineluded the US would or would not
increase the willingness of the Kremlin to accept greater risks of
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general war in local actions anywhere in the world in support of its
poliey objectives,

3¢ We belleve that the Kremlin rcgards the existing Western
sesurily arrangsments in the Near East az an obstacle to Soviet expansion
in the Near Faet and as a potential threat to the security of the US:R.
We bslieve that the Kremlinm will regard the inclusion of Greece and |
Turkey in a defanse pact luhich also includes the US as a further obstacle
to Soviet expansion in Mpo a8 vell a8 in the Hear .ast, and as
increasing the potential threst to USSR seeurity which the Kremlin

already discerns in Western defenae arrangements,

4o We belleve that the Kremlin will react to the inclusion of
Greecs and Turkey in Vestorn security arrangements with intensified
political warfare, including various modes of political anmd economic
préssure upon Western countries, diplomatic action in the UN and elge~
vhsrs, pmpag@a, and perhaps increased covert support to revolutionary
activities in vulnerable aress.

5o While any defenss sgreement which imvolved a US commitment
to defend Greoce and Turkey would be objectionable to the USSR, 1t is
probabls that the inclusion of Greece and Turkey 4n NATO or in a
Maditerransan paet whici included the US, Britain and Framcs, would
be regarded by the Kremlin as a more formidable obstacle to Soviet
expansion and &3 a greater potential menace to the USSR than an agreement
whish did not inelude these Western European powers. '
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6. We belisve, furthermore, that since the US has publicly
propossd that Greece and Turkey be adnitted to NATO, a refusal by
Britain or France to undertske firm sscurity commitments to those
countries would be interpreted by the Kremlin as revealing weakness
and dissension among the members of the Western slliance. Such a
development would to some extent offset the advanteges which might
be gained from a subssquent unilateral security commitment by the
US to Greece and Turkey.
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